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Do You See Me? Ethical Considerations of the Homeless
The homeless are often seen around city parks, on highways, or under bridges. In big cities, the homeless gather for safety or sleep during the day time to avoid harm. In an attempt to discover new knowledge, a researcher may enter the culture with a planned research project in order to explore a research problem. At times, it is the researcher who learns and the homeless who teach as the invisible become visible. This is an exploration of such an experience that occurred as the research project was being prepared. A homeless man in New Orleans, Louisiana, opened the eyes of the researcher. The research purpose began to fade as human frailty came into sight.
The Inequality in Life and Death
Our society focuses on the event of death. It is believed important to alleviate suffering and to promote a pleasant death. There is extensive education available to teach ways to care for those at the end of their life. As soon as the impending death is known, caregivers begin planning the place, the medications, and the support. The underlying thought is to alleviate as much suffering as possible. With the homeless, there is daily suffering in survival against the elements. What happens when death is near for the homeless? The person who is homeless is basically alone, without family. It is an amazing thought that one dying person is provided such care while another person may die alone on a park bench without so much as a gentle touch. The homeless often are without support and family (Song, Ratner, & Bartels, 2005) .
If then, society does not want to allow the person who is dying to suffer, should not the same benefit be awarded to the person who is alive, sometimes suffering, and homeless? Song, situations, but have extreme living situations filled with dangers. Food, safety, and shelter are the daily concerns for the person who is homeless. Concerns of death due to violence are common; death is not thought of as a result of illness. Death is always with the homeless, a part of life.
People who are homeless voice a feeling of being shunned by the community. And the homeless wonder what will happen to their body after death, and will anyone even respect it. 
An Obligation to Care
America has become anesthetized to the person who is homeless (Mangano, 2002) . The person is indeed invisible to the public. Mangano, the Federal Homeless Czar, said homelessness should be abolished; it is a "violation of human dignity" (para. 10). Mangano said homelessness does not follow the spiritual ideal. Those who are homeless should be fed and clothed. He recalls the writing of Simone Weil, a woman who lived in France and wrote about the obligations of the public. She believed anyone who was an elected official had the responsibility to promote caring for the homeless; it should be a top priority.
If, as some believe, it is the moral and ethical thing to do, to care for the poor, where is the outcry as cities create laws against feeding the poor in parks? It is illegal to hand food to the poor in the park in Las Vegas. The homeless are not all identical in need and condition; some homeless are mentally disturbed and some have recently lost work and have been thrown into the situation. By one law, the entire populations of people who are homeless have been affected regardless of the reason for their situation (Institute for Global Ethics, 2006 
Describing and Counting the Homeless
The number of actual people who are homeless is difficult to ascertain. The National Coalition for the Homeless estimated in the past year that 3.5 million people experienced 
Who Reaps Research Benefits?
The personal contact made with this person who is homeless was initiated because of an upcoming qualitative research project. During this time, the researcher was learning the area and the culture. This seeing of the person might not have occurred if the researcher was not learning the culture. It is important to ask if any research, but especially this piece, will benefit the people that are being studied and not solely the researcher. Researchers benefit from publications, tenure and promotion from publications, by speaking engagements and travel to other places to present the research, and by a fame of sorts as the researcher becomes the sought after expert.
The researcher must also consider the effect on the person being studied. Is this an attempt to socially control the homeless by discovering remedies of the situation through research? Does the person who is homeless want to be rescued? This person who was homeless had no door to close on a researcher and no control of his surroundings except to walk away. Does the researcher have a power over those being researched? And then again, the homeless may have concerns about information collected but bow down to the officials and researchers (Firdion, Marpsat, & Bozon, 2005) . 
The Frailty Comes Into View
It is with much concern that researchers face the homeless. The disadvantaged are vulnerable. Beauchamp, Jennings, Kinney, and Levine (2002) found many homeless have specific personality issues and insufficient coping mechanisms that put them at risk. There are addiction problems, abuse histories, mental illness, a lack of power, and a hopelessness at times that makes the homeless vulnerable. "Homeless persons thus may be forced to make tradeoffs among their interests that more advantaged persons need not make" (p. 550). Some researchers offer money for participation. For the person who is hungry, the researcher has an unfair advantage, and the researcher is a figure of "authority, unequal power and knowledge" (p. 550).
It is well known that the disadvantaged are sought as laborers for cheap pay. Does the disadvantage create exploitation? At the same time, is pay for research a reason to ignore the homeless as participants who could benefit from the gain of money? Does inclusion in research remedy the invisible issue and allow the person to feel helpful to society?
People who are homeless often present to institutions for care; usually the emergency room. Reasons to seek care commonly include tuberculosis, mental illness, addiction, and abuse, along with other health problems (Faragher, Hayes, Hayes, 2007 
Caring has Facets
Outside a church in New York, the police did come and ask the homeless to leave. In cardboard boxes, huddled for warmth, having found a safe place to sleep, the homeless had settled in for the night. The church pastor did not mind. Reverend Tewell, the Church Pastor, said the police came and woke up the homeless. He referred to it as harassment. The church sued the city and was successful in their quest to keep the homeless at their door. The homeless said the shelters were dangerous, and it was safer near the church (Public Broadcasting System, 2002, March 29) . Esthetics had lost to safety and human caring as the homeless are criminalized, but there was an appeal to reverse the ruling. Abbarno presented to the newspaper an article that detailed an opportunity for the city to assist the homeless. The suggestion was for the city to build a town for the homeless on some donated land. The homeless could make their own rules, run their own town, and live there peacefully. Lots of land would be given away by lottery. His article was returned unpublished.
The editor rejected the piece. Abbarno believed this did not come to fruition, because the homeless did not donate money to the political funds and did not vote. The powerful had little interest in the project, as it did not benefit them. Tindner (2002) , in a comment about the perspective, wrote that the editor denied to perspective publication, because the wealthy ignored the situation.
Conclusion
This was an exploration of what a researcher learned from a homeless person. The research problem and purpose faded as the researcher was faced with the truth about the daily struggles of the homeless. As the researcher talked and explained the future project, the tables turned. The homeless gentleman began to ask questions. The one that stuck out like jagged glass was his inquiry as to why the researcher stopped to sit by him. Honestly, the researcher replied, he touched the researcher's heart. He smiled. And that jolted the researcher, because the researcher remembered not seeing either only a few years ago. Perhaps, it is fear that causes some to not see, or a feeling of helplessness that causes people to walk by without stopping. The sun was out then, peaking through the oak branches. Steam rose from the streets, and the horse draw carriages pulled up to the curb. As the researcher studied the horses and mules, the homeless man studied the researcher. Finally, he broke the silence. Timidly, he started to speak. With that simple gesture, the meeting was over. He walked away fully visible to anyone wanting to see. And people nodded and spoke to me as they passed, and the rain fell upon the bench gently. Apparently, I was not invisible. Without the research preparation, the getting into the community, he would still be unseen. The visit with the man who was homeless suddenly became much more than the exploration of the research environment. An awareness of the invisibility of the homeless had come forth. Suddenly, the researcher was aware and saw for the first time the trials of the homeless. 
